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 Park and Recreation Commission Meeting – January 3rd, 2007 
 

 
Maria Warnagiris, Park and Recreation Director    29 West Avenue – Essex, CT 06426 

(860) 767-4340 x201 mwarnagiris@essexct.gov

Present:  Don Mesite, Jim Carey, Cissy Brown, Jim Rawn, Jack Lima, Edward Burleson, 
Charmagne Eckert, Maria Warnagiris 

 
Absent:  Rick Weiner, Michael Holmes  
 
Call to Order  
 

Chairperson Don Mesite called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.   The meeting 
minutes from December 2006 had a motion to accept made by James Carey to 
approve the minutes of the last Commission meeting for December, 2006; motion 
was seconded by James Rawn.  Acceptance was unanimous. 
  

Disc Golf 
  

The proposal was postponed to the February 7th meeting due to illness in family. 
 

Viney Hill Brook Park Subcommittee 
 

Dennis Robida brought a proposal to the table about Erosion control at Viney Hill 
Brook Park, with Karl Kaufmann, committee member, joined him in support of the 
proposal for fixing the erosion problem at Viney Hill Brook Park. 
 
Dennis also requested an additional $650 - $850 for black top to cover the pathway 
from the sidewalk going into the passive recreation area.    The Commission agreed 
that this money will be found in the maintenance budget for the parks.   
 
It was also discussed that one of the Selectman requested a guarantee that this was it 
for expenses.  It was the consensus of the commission that although this is a serious 
effort and capital investment to reduce the long-term maintenance, there will be 
upcoming projects that we will do our best to budget and plan for in the future, but 
there are no guarantees available that there will never be another issue in the park.   
 
MOTION: A motion was made recommending moving forward with a formal 
request to approve the remediation project to enhance long-term maintenance with 
the understanding that this does not forego future issues.  The motion was made by 
James Carey, seconded by Cissy Brown.   Motion was unanimously accepted. 
 
Discussion continued including the need to talk to Dave Royston about whether 
volunteers from the subcommittee are protected from personal liability.  The 
question is being raised on whether or not a volunteer can incur any personal liability 
due to overseeing a project. 
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Don Mesite asked whether Dennis Robida and Karl Kaufmann were willing to take 
on the responsibility of overseeing the project. Yes by Dennis Robida, Yes by Karl 
Kaufmann. 
Conservation Commission has requested the right to have the paths in the active 
recreation area continue around the entire swimming pond.  The request was 
accepted unanimously. 
 
Before Karl Kaufmann left, Maria brought up the issue to let him know that we are 
looking into one or two individuals that would volunteer to take ownership of all the 
flags in the town, including the ones at Ivoryton Green and Hubbard Park.  It was 
noted by Karl Kaufmann at the Board of Selectman meeting that there is often 
inconsistencies on the flags in the town.  Maria is working with Phil Miller, First 
Selectman, and Mark Hiatt, Building Supervisor on finding one person that will 
inform everyone to keep consistency. 
 
Essex Garden Club 
Judith Winkler, Civic Committee Chair for Essex Garden Club joined us to 
introduce herself and to learn more about the Commission and how things are run.  
She brought questions to the table about leaf removal and when it is done. Don 
Mesite spoke up to say that we are actually benefiting from our parks being done last 
because the most leaves are down.  There was discussion about the truck being on 
the green for leaf removal and additional discussion has been tabled. 
 
Essex Gardener’s wanted to point out some things to the Commission including that 
they agree to take care of light work and edging in the spring at Main Street Park and 
Dickinson Park.  They are losing members and it is hard for them to do the heavier 
work.  They need more assistance in the plantings.   It was pointed out that we are 
working towards a dedicated maintenance person for Park and Recreation in the 
upcoming budget season and are willing to help them coordinate efforts with other 
volunteer organizations.   
 
Judith brought up questions about the Master Plan for the park.  It was discussed 
that the present benches are the choice of the Essex Gardeners and that they were 
the ones with the plans in place. 
 
There was a formal request from the Essex Gardener’s to have a plaque in the park 
about the Essex Gardener’s.  The request was approved unanimously. 
 
Budget for 2007/2008 
Maintenance Issues 
Can we get the Town Crew to help us out with some projects? We need to get the 
garbage away at Sunset Pond.  Now that we cut down the weeds, the garbage is 
surfacing. 
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There is an increase in the mowing budget due to the increase of needed care at 
Viney Brook and to include the fertilizations needed, and the annual increase. 
 
Swimming budget was increased to include the cost of the swim instructors.  They 
came out to $3000, which is fully covered by revenues brought in. 
 
James Rawn brought up that we should show a direct budget vs. revenue chart to the 
Board of Selectman and Board of Finance to show how much we are bringing in to 
actually cover our budget.  Maria agrees that this would be valuable and is working 
on putting it together and will send it out before the next meeting for everyone to 
review.   
 
Other increase requests in the budget include full-time director position and 
dedicated maintenance person for park and recreation, increasing the maintenance 
payroll section.  The request for the basketball court is a capital expense and is not 
going to be addressed in our maintenance budget; rather we are going to request it as 
a separate capital expense item. 
 
Some Maintenance Issues to Address 
Grove Street – outer wall and walkway on Grove Street. 
Tree Trimming at Main Street Park – do when frozen. 
Organic care – we need to review the pilot program for Grove Street Park 
Lights in Main Street Park need to be updated for better illumination 
 
Adjournment of Meeting 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:50PM.  Motion made by James Carey, seconded by Cissy 
Brown. 

 
 

 


